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department. The bonds were found to have been taken from the vault
where they should have been kept, and the notes of Mr. Floyd were
substituted for them. Now it is proposed to give up Sumter. All I have
to say is, that no administration, much less this one, can afford to lose
a million of money and a fort in the same week." Floyd said not a
word.14
Saturday morning, the 29th, found the cabinet again in session with
Sumter still before it. This time Floyd was not there. He had, at last,
resigned. Insultingly, he wrote that he could no longer be associated
with a dishonored regime. Thus he departed, trying to cover his sadly
tattered garments of respectability with a flowing mantle of outraged
honor. None regretted his departure save himself.15 Most of the meeting
was spent in discussing the letter which the commissioners had ad-
dressed to the President. Finally Buchanan dismissed his advisers,
while he undertook to draft a reply for them to consider in the evening.
When they gathered late that night, the President read it to them.
Only Toucey was satisfied. Black, Holt, and Stanton thought it yielded
too much while Thompson and Thomas protested it conceded too little.
However, they had been trained not to be too frank about Buchanan's
rather labored documents, and they dispersed rather hopeless about it.
One of the cabinet, like Scott, had a bad night, and Sunday was to
be a desperate day for all of them. Black was the one who did not sleep.
The more the new Secretary thought of the President's reply to the
commissioners, the more disturbed he got. So he went to see Holt and
Stanton and found they were no better satisfied. It is an interesting
comment on the way things were done in that administration that Black
did not feel he could go to Buchanan himself. Instead he went to
Toucey and asked him to tell the President that if this letter were not
altered Black would resign. Toucey, who was agreeable about such
things, called his carriage, and soon the President had these disturbing
tidings.
Buchanan was confounded; everything seemed to be breaking up
around him. He sent for Black and told him to speak his mind. Black
poured out his indignation, the President must be firm, he must not
concede so much; furthermore, taking advantage of the moment, he
ought to reenforce Anderson at once. He implored Buchanan to let